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At Shushter, where it begins to be navigable, the
Karun turns sharply round to the south, and flows for
some 50 miles partly through the Abi-i-gargar, origin-
ally an artificial canal, now the chief navigable branch,
partly in the natural channel of the Abi-i-shateit or
Karun proper, to Bund-i-Kir, where it is joined on the
right bank by the Ab-i-diz, or river of Dizful, descending
from the Zagros mountains in the north-west. About 45
miles below the confluence the main stream is obstructed
by the Ahwaz rapids, formed by several red sandstone
reefs projecting right across the channel " Of these
reefs five are distinctly perceptible in low water; and it
is the water eddying above their summits, or tearing
between the gaps by which they are separated, that con-
stitutes the famous rapids of Ahwaz, and creates that
practical barrier to continuous navigation which has
always impeded, and continues to impede, the mercantile
development of the Karun route. On the largest reef
are visible the massive remains of the great bund or darn
that was built across the river, probably in the Sassanian
epoch, to hold up the waters for irrigation purposes"
(Lord Curzon, Geo. Proo., 1890, p. 519).

Below Ahwaz the Karun, here a stately stream from
300 to 450 yards wide, 12 to 14 feet deep at high water,
and with a velocity of 4 to 5 miles an hour, bifurcates
some 2 miles above Mohainmerah. A portion of its
waters continues still to flow for over 40 miles through
the^Bahmeshir] its natural bed, to the head of the Persian
Gulf, a little east of and parallel with the Shat-el-Arab,
consequently entirely through Persian territory. But
most of its volume was diverted at an unknown date by
the artificial (Haffar Canal Ho the Shat-el-Arab, about 40
miles above 3?ao, at the entrance to the estuary. Of the
two Branches the Haffar, 400 to 500 yards wide and 20
to 30 feet deep, is alone navigable, so that all the traffic